The Challenge to Democracy
not an abstraction called reason. Those therefore who
have experience of civilized government should put
some emotional force into their own efforts to create
a new community. They should have power to discuss,
to criticize, and to reach or accept decisions; and
emotion is certainly not obstructive of such power.
Only the lower and more unstable emotions destroy
tolerance and enforce uncriticized commands. The
finer emotion, which is inseparable from the perception
of facts and the understanding of what is best in men,
is essential to the progress of civilized life. And
therefore public policy  must mobilize  such finer
emotion in support of the programme for the abolition
of poverty and of war. It should call upon all citizens,
not merely to pay taxes or to vote, but to work for a
common good in making themselves  capable of
destroying evils and creating a new manner of life.
Each person's chief public duty is to work at his own
common sense, his sensitiveness to the needs of others,
and his ability to use more fully his own vitality.
The Advance of Civilised Life
It is futile to propose improvements in institutions
because they do not fit into some abstract general
principle. It is not of supreme importance that some
votes do not count, or that men are unequal in
intelligence. The main issue is how to get rid of
privation and war; or rather, how to release the
excellent abilities in common folk that are repressed
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